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6th Annual  
Sexuality, Marriage, and Family Studies (SMF) Research Symposium 

CALL FOR PROPOSALS 
 
 
SMF Research Symposium Background 
 
Since 2009, the SMF Department at St. Jerome’s University in Waterloo, Ontario has hosted a 
one-day research conference that highlights student and faculty research dealing generally with 
issues of social justice, personal/professional ethics, and responsible citizenship. SMF faculty first 
launched a half-day Symposium in an effort to bring together an academic community of shared 
interests in scholarship and research about sexualities, relationships, and families.  The small, 
grass-roots symposium has grown into a formal professional conference with leading Keynote 
speakers, scholarly presentations, and panel discussions.  It is now offered annually, with 
contributors from universities and colleges across southwestern Ontario, as well as community 
practitioners.  This research conference is an ideal venue for students (undergraduate and 
graduate) to share and discuss their work in a professional conference setting.  
 
We invite scholars, activists, community members, and students from all disciplines that explore 
the intersections and pluralities of sexuality, relationships, and families across contexts to submit 
proposals.  It is our hope that this research symposium will continue to serve as a forum for 
growth and development within the fields of Sexualities, Relationships, and Families, as well as 
provide a space for future innovations and professional exploration. 
 
Past conference themes have centered around ethical intersections among theory, research, and 
practice; families and relationships in a globalized world; and navigating intersecting identities, 
to name a few.  With this year’s theme-- Cultural Pluralities: Situating the Studies of 
Sexualities, Relationships, and Families-- we seek to further enrich past dialogues by exploring 



how individual and community cultural pluralities impact and influence individuals’ sexualities, 
relationships, and experiences of family.  This year’s theme considers culture quite broadly, and 
invites an exploration of intersecting cultural identities (or pluralities) in family, relationship, and 
sexuality research and the discourses this research produces. 

Call For Proposals:  SMF Research Symposium 2016 

The SMF Research Symposium Committee invites proposals for paper or panel presentations to 
address this year’s theme: Cultural Pluralities: Situating the Studies of Sexualities, Relationships, 
and Families. Presentations will be 20 minutes, followed by 10 minute discussion. The Committee 
encourages research that approaches the conference theme from diverse disciplinary 
approaches; interdisciplinary and critical perspectives are particularly welcome. 

Proposals are encouraged to reflect critically on any number of integrated topics, perspectives, 
and contexts including, but NOT limited to: 

● Power and privilege at the intersection of race and sexuality 

● Indigeneity  
● Relationships in the contact zone 

● New directions in intersectional analyses of sexualities, families, and/or relationships 

● Cross-cultural perspectives on health and well being 

● Cross-cultural relationships and migrations 

● Cultural co-existence 
● Impact of post-colonization on sexuality, families, and/or relationships 
● Cultural or cross-cultural discourses on parenting 

 
Proposals (300-400 words) and a brief CV should be submitted to the Research Symposium 
Coordinator, Jess Huston at projectmanager@smfsymposium.ca, by February 12th, 2016. 
This conference has historically been focused on providing an avenue for undergraduate and 
graduate students to present their research; therefore, students are especially encouraged to 
submit their proposals!  
 
For further information, updates, and to register please visit smfsymposium.ca or email Jess 
Huston, SMF Research Symposium Coordinator at jahuston@uwaterloo.ca 
 
Proposal Deadline is February 12th, 2016. Please sent proposals to 
projectmanager@smfsymposium.ca 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
For more information or questions, please contact: 
 
Jess Huston (SMF Admin Assistant and Project Manager) 
Sexuality, Marriage, and Family Studies  
St. Jerome’s University at the University of Waterloo (STJ1010B) 
Waterloo, ON, N2l 3G3 
jahuston@uwaterloo.ca 
smfsymposium.ca 
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